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Appendix 10
The ‘Desdémona’ in Mitre Peninsula

Of all wreckages recounted in the present
work, the only captain we could meet and who
gave us his official version of his wreckage was
the Desdémona’s, This is a brief summary of
a long interview,

The wreckage took place on 9% September
1985 at 1 am.

Flace: Cape San Pable, Crew: 20 hands in
all.

Length: T8 m. Beam: 8.50 m.

Captain: German Gustave Prillwitz, Allen
914, Banfield. Telephone number: 42420247,

Place of the interview: Tucuman 328, 3¢
floor, Capital Federal. Centro de Egresados de
la Escuela de Nautica,

Desdémona’s shipowner: Cormorin Em-
presa Maritima. Andrea Gunaris and Crisanta
Copulus.

Built in Hamburg in 1952 following the
restrictions imposed by the Allies as regards
speed, length, and engine power,

Desdémona’s sister ships: Ofelia, sunk
opposite the coast of Venezuela; and Cleo-
patra, which was being broken up in Darsena,
FPort of Buenos Aires, when the interview took
place. Thers is a relevant detail: the Desdémo-
na, the same as her sister ships, was reinforced
for ice. This is why she sailed for many years
without wanting repairs.

Account by her captain, Don Germdn G.
Prillwitz:

In 1985, he set sail from Comodore Rivada-
via and, because of mechanical failures, the
skirt and the bleck of a piston broke down:
appareéntly, this happened due to lack of lubri-
cation but, according to the Captain, it was
sabotage.

On arriving in Ushuaia, he tries to fix the
engine, but at the request of the shipowner he
sails on to Rio Grande, As the Captain insists
on repairing the damage, the shipowner tells
him togoon toward Rio Grande as he considers
the Captain masters the ship and there is
nothing te worry about,

The captain covered the distance in five days
when this trip usually takes no longer than
thirty-six hours, He sailed along the coast try-
ing to find shelter from storms and anchoring
on several oceasions, He gventually reached
the port of Rio Grande, but as there was N'W
wind (storm}, he did not enter for fear that the
ship run aground.

At that point, he decided to sail south along
the coast looking for a sheltered place to an-
chor. Thus, he arrived at Cape San Pablo and,
with a forecast of SW storm, he looked for a
sheltered place to ocutride the storm. He ap-
proached the cape and, 1,000 m to the south,
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she touched ground twice. At that moment, the

captain decided to sail out wearing round.
Apparently, there is arock ledge which extends

199

the insurance company covered 100,000 since
her bottom had not being repaired. Her scraps
were sold to junk dealers who could not break

up to 2.500 m from the ~haralira.endinfas hu
the cape some 1,000 m and this does not appear
in the charts.

When the stern crushes against the ledge,
the tunnel is punched and a three-inch wholeis
produced and this is the only place where there
is a double bottom. Therefore, the stern starts
to flood and the pumps are not enough; the
locks are shut. but *hetvenel feflanded

At that moment, the captain decides to sail
out and anchor, but he realizes that the double
hottom is breaking and the hold with a cargo ot
coment starts to flood. The shup starts to sink at

|

the stern and he determines to approach the

heach to strand her. The place chosen 15 the
mouth of a river. He prefers it because at the
mouth of rivers the bed is firmer; in this case
of stones and sand. He 1s planning to leave the
ship properly trimmed thus avoiding burving
her.

He makes head at full speed but, being more
huried. the bow strands. The breaking sea
makes her advance and, thus. she 1s driven to

a perlect place to dise mbark all th people and
nnnqmsérhm areo which hunlu 1 |l d straigit
ta trucks.

The shipowner cribicized the Uaptaimn argu-
ing that he should have staved anchorea mn-
stead of stranding. Mr. Prillwatz, the Captaimn.
was of the opinion that. 1t he remained an-

chored, the ship would sink with all the cargo
and. according to his version, this waswhat the
shipowner apparently wanted to happen. This
1Issued ended up at the Hugn‘r:'-ma (‘ourt and
ged with negligence
and blamed for the wreckage of the ship, saud to

Captain Prillwitz wa:

by erge oyl e iae-0t U @0 ariglom..,.

According to his account, after taking the
cargo out, he intended to cover the leakages.
Later. with a syvzyemial tide, and having previ-
ously lightened all the cargo ruined at the

bottom, he could have left sailing.

hgr 1, hacanse the.rnads. and. bridaes of the .
area cannot resist the weight of trucks loaded
with this material. They could only take three
small trucks.

The abandoned lifeboat was left in charge of
Felix, who was an alcoholic cook.

The junk dealers assigned somebody to take
care of the ship. But as the pay was not enough,
tho maintanance nf the enoines was nrogres-

sively abandoned and therefore they rumned
— motors as well as cranes and engines
We are really astonished because Captain's
Prillwitz account, and of course this was also
said in the trial, states that in fact problems
had started before all this. The shap had strand-
od in Rio Grande and had stayed there for
twentv-five days until they could take 1t out.
The method used, as the ship had been sucked
by mud, consisted in washing the bottom where
cshe was trimmed with jets of water under
pressure. According to the Captain, everything
started when the hawsers were cut because
neither the shipowner nor the Ihreceion de
Puertos | Ports Administration! had provided
hin with suitable hawsers (he refers to quality
and thicknessi. Therefore, she stood off and the
strength o1 eéhD Lide araggea” tne StErn away
from the pier and took her toward a muddy
hottom.

[harine this stranding. the bottom was dent-
el and the cost of 1ts repairing was caleulated
n LSS 100,000, amount paad by the insurance.
Butthe bottom was never fixed. To take her out

ther stranded ;,m-ani{'ur"l aspecialized company
would have chareed USS 250,000, a sum which
th{-'jc were not willing to pay since it was the
camevalusthatthe insurance would nav.,

The Desdémona’s bell 1s now kept at the
Centro de Eeresados de la Escuela de Nautica
together with a poem that reads:

“You have died at the age of Jesus Christ
Our Lord

The captain also suspects that the people in
charge of the engine might have made hold 2
cet flooded as he himself used to control the
amount of water and, all of a sudden, he found
it flooded.

The truth about thisisthat the Desdémona
had an insurance policy of USS 300,000, but

You have chosen your fate as a ship
From the bottom of his heart

The one who 1in vour memory this one tolls
Condemned will be
For all the present
A round to pay.”
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The most complete compilation of
shipwrecks in the Fuegian Archipela-
go. This is a book for the common read-
er as well as for the researcher. It can
be used-as a base for more detailec
studies of each hoat. Unpublished d.
and photographs.

Carlos Pedro Vairo is Director of
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